Tento Zivopis pro nasi encyklopedii zpracoval pan Josef Kapral, ktery
poskytl i jeho anglickou verzi. S jeho laskavym souhlasem uverejnujeme
oba texty v pIném znéni. Dékujeme.

,vaclav Kapral se narodil roku 1889 v Ur€icich u Prostéjova, svlj pomérné
kratky Zivot ukongil po t&Zké nemoci v Brné roku 1947. Zak Janacka a Novaka
byl nejen skladatelem, ale i uznavanym pedagogem, klaviristou a publicistou.
VySel z Hané, ktera znamenala tézky Zivot plny dfiny. Pfedznamenala smér
celému Kapralovu Zivotu, typickému zivotu prostého moravského muzikanta.
Jesté v Kapralové détstvi se pocCetna rodina prestéhovala z UrCic do Brna.
Kdyz predlozila uCitelka klaviru M. Kuhlova jeho skladbicku ,Listek do
pamatniku“ Janackovi, ten doporucil, aby se Kapral vénoval hudbé zcela. Ze
sexty presel nadéjny mladik na brnénskou Varhanickou Skolu, kde byl tfi roky
pod bezprostfednim vlivem Janackovym. V roce 1911 vykonal zkouSku i na
prazské Varhanické Skole a souasné v Brné zfidil svoji Klavirni Skolu, ktera
se po 1. svétové valce méni na Hudebni Skolu (zpév, klavir a skladba).

Podle Janacka rad uplathoval zasadu mysSlenky napovidat, nerozvinovat,
nybrz jen kfehce naznaCit. Nemél JanacCkovu vaser, ale ve své tvorbé
rozvadél struny jeho lyricnosti. U Novaka poznal pfedevSim technickou kvalitu,
smysl pro pevnou stavbu a harmonickou barevnost.

V poloviné dvacatych let dvacatého stoleli navstivi dvakrat Cortotovy klavirni
kurzy. PFi této prilezitosti vyhledal v Pafizi Bohuslava Martin(, oba umélci méli
predevsim lasku k Ceskomoravské vysocding. Kdyz se pozdéji dcera Kaprala
Vitézslava stala v Pafizi Martind zackou, jejich vztah se znacné sblizil,
dokonce si tykali. Martinl jeSté deset let po Kapralové umrti slozil menSi
klavirni skladbu Vzpominka na Vaclava a Vitézslavu Kapralovych (Adagio).
Roku 1919 se stal ¢lenem Moravskych skladatelt, 1927 lektorem pro
hudebné-teoretické predmeéty na brnénské univerzité, 1935 radnym cClenem
CAV, 1936 Fadnym profesorem brnénské konzervatore, 1942—1945 byl véznén
v internacnim tabofe ve Svatoboficich. V roce 1945 zvolen prvnim pfedsedou
Syndikatu Ceskych skladatell. Kdyz byly v nasledujicim roce otevieny
brnénské tfidy AMU v Praze, byl Kapral povéfen v nich pfednaset. V roce
1947 kandidoval na prvniho rektora JAMU, bohuzel v dubnu téhoz roku
zemfrel.

Kapral velmi obdivoval lidovou pisen, nechtél ji vSak napodobovat, ale pfijimal
nékteré jeji prvky, zejména slovacky rytmus, ktery dava jeho skladbam
moravsky kolorit. Teprve kdyZz mél skladbu v hlavé dokonale pfipravenou, az
pak zapocal s jeji notaci. Hlavnimi jeho Zivotnimi tématy jsou laska k pfirodé,
ditéti a Zené. Jeho tvorba je vzdy slohova, dobfe zni a dobfe se hraje. Napsal
na Sedesat skladeb, operu mu v8ak kratky Zivot vytvofit neumoznil.

Dilo Vaclava Kaprala je ulozeno v Hudebnim oddéleni Moravského zemského
muzea v Brné.”



,vaclav Kapral was born in Ur€ice near Prostéjov in 1889 and he ended his relatively
short life after a serious illness in Brno in 1947. This student of Janacek and Novak
was not only a composer but also a distinguished educator, pianist and writer.

He came from Hana where people had to work hard even though it was a fertile
region. His origin predetermined his whole life, a typical life of an ordinary Moravian
musician. When Vaclav was still a child, the large Kapral family moved from Urcice to
Brno.

When Marie Kuhlova, Kapral's piano teacher, showed Vaclav’'s short composition
Listek do pamatniku to Janacek, he recommended that Kapral should dedicate
himself to music. As a promising young man he left the sixth year of Grammar School
and began studying at the Organ School in Brno where Leo$ Janacek was his
instructor for three years. In 1911 Kapral passed the final exams at the Organ
Schools in Brno and in Prague and simultaneously opened his Piano School in Brno
that was later changed to the School of Music (singing, piano, composition) after
World War 1.

According to Janacek, Kapral’'s method of composing was to not develop but only
suggest and slightly hint at the theme. Kapral lacked Janacek’s passion but was able
to develop Janacek’s lyricism in his works. Under Novak he especially learned
technical quality, asense of solid structure and harmonic colouring.
In the mid 1920s Kapral twice attended Cortot’s piano lessons. On this occasion he
looked up Bohuslav Martint in Paris. Both artists shared their love for the Bohemian-
Moravian Highlands (Ceskomoravska vysoéina). When Kapral's daughter began
studying with Martin later, the relations between Kapral and Martini became closer
and more cordial, they were even on first name terms. Ten years after Kapral’s death
Martin wrote asmall piano composition Vzpominka na Vaclava a Vitézslavu
Kapralovych (Adagio) [Reminiscences of Vaclav and Vitézslava Kapral (Adagio)].

In 1919 Vaclav Kapral became a member of Moravian Composers. In 1927 he was
appointed lecturer of music theory at Masaryk University in Brno. In 1935 he was
elected a member of the Czech Academy of Sciences. And in 1936 Kapral was
appointed a full professor at the Brno Conservatory. From 1942-1945 he was
imprisoned in the internment camp in Svatobofice. In 1945 he was elected the first
Chairman of the Syndicate of Czech Composers. When classes for students from
Brno were opened at the Academy of Musical Arts in Prague a year later, he was
authorized to lecture there. In 1947 Kapral was a candidate for the chair of the first
rector of Janacek Academy of Musical Arts in Brno. Unfortunately he died in April the
same year.

Although Kapral deeply admired folk music, he did not want to copy it. But he did
accept some of its elements, especially the rhythm of the folklore of Moravian
Slovakia which enriched his compositions with Moravian atmosphere and colour.
Only when he had prepared the composition in his head, did he begin to write the
musical notes. His main life themes were love for nature, children and women. His
works always have great style, a pleasing melody and are easy to play. He was the
author of approximately sixty compositions; however, his short life did not allow him
time to compose an opera.

The works of Vaclav Kapral are archived at the Music Department of the Moravian
Museum in Brno.“ (Translated by Martina ZdraZzilova.)



